H EMOPHILIA B is an inherited bleeding disorder resulting from deficiency on abnormality of blood-clotting factor IX, which is essential for the coagulation process.1 Three major groups of hemophilia B variants have been described,2 which differ in the levels of factor IX antigen:
(1) B' variant, with normal levels of factor IX antigen;
(2) B-reduced (BR) variant, with reduced but detectable levels of antigen;
and (3) 1 1. or B variants  (a. b, c. and d (Table  2) . Obviously, all three bands were present in women heterozygous for this polymorphism (Fig 2) . Interestingly, no significant correlation was observed between frequency of the polymorphic site and levels of factor IX antigen in either of the variants.
DISCUSSION
The molecular basis of the factor IX "deficiency" 
